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Florence Brown. 

The Brightness of the Satellites of Mars. 

The statement is made in some recent textbooks on astronomy 
that Phobos and Deimos, the two small satellites of Mars, can 
be seen only with very large telescopes and then only by screen- 
ing the light from the planet. A series of measures of these 
two satellites was made by me in September and October of 
the present year, and this gave me the opportunity to confirm 
my impression of the error of this statement. A large tele- 
scope is indeed required to show these tiny bodies, and they 
can be seen only when Mars is comparatively near opposition, 
but under good conditions it is then unnecessary to protect 
the eye from the light of the planet. Phobos, the inner 
satellite, is very decidedly the brighter of the two, and can be 
seen, with the 36-inch, in the full light of Mars when less 
than 3" from the planet's limb. Deimos is fainter, and is a 
difficult object in the planet's light when 10" from the limb. 
At distances greater than these limits both satellites are readily 
visible without screening the light from Mars, when the seeing 
is good. My estimates make Phobos fully six times as bright 
as Deimos when at the same distance from the planet ; that 
is, about two stellar magnitudes brighter. 

November 19, 1909. R. Ci. AlTKF.N. 



